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Figura 3.5 Thomes Kamer, Carloon from
Tourt, 1993, Iochen Entarmprises, Bevlin.

CHAPTER THREE

cratic function, is asking the man what his nationality is. The man, represented as the
stereotypical German, answers the question as if it were an order. This is a misfiring dif-
ferent from the one that made Archie Bunker rebuff his wife rather than taking her up on
her offer of unlimited caring. In a considerably more complex interpretation than de
Man would have given, but still interested in demonstrating ambiguity, [ would suggest
that Archie’s misfiring consists of taking a real question for an implicit demonstration of
subservience; Edith, in turn, misfires by taking a rhetorical question for a real one,
believing against all odds that she will be taken seriously as a reward for her labor and
care. The German man in the cartoon misfires in that be responds to the topic of nation-
ality—according to the cartoon, a painful one in Germany today—Dby stepping back
into the national identity of the past that produced the problem of national identity in
the present in the first place {the blind obedience and submission to authority that
caused so much unspeakable grief). He misfires by acting out, instead of stating, the
answer. But in his very act of misfiring he states a truth: that nationalism backfires. Thus,
he has the word of wisdom in today’s debate on multiculturalism. By the same token, he









































